Dogs Attending Newquay u3a Group Activities

Notes:
· The following applies to all outdoor events – Walks, Garden Visits, Day Trips, Wildlife Events, Geology Events
· General consensus from other u3as and u3a UK Head office is that the Group Leader/Convenor decides if the event is suitable for dogs
· General consensus is a maximum of two dogs at an event, unless the event is a Dog Walking Event
· If the Group Leader/Convenor decides that the Newquay u3a activity/event is not suitable for dogs, then this needs to be made clear to group members. For example in the email informing members about the event, on the Newquay u3a website information about the group section etc.
· The Newquay u3a Committee have opted to adopt the LDWA (Long Distance Walkers Association) Dogs on Walks Policy as the Newquay u3a Dogs on Walks Policy. This policy is available on the Newquay u3a website.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If the Group Leader/Convenor decides to allow dogs on the event, then this must be reflected in the Risk Assessment with appropriate mitigations listed and the Newquay Dogs on Walks Policy needs to be adhered to.
·  The Group Leader/Convenor should familiarise themselves with the Dogs on Walks Policy and the following Government documents:

1. The New Law put in place to protect farm animals from dog attacks (came into force 18th March 2016) (on GOV.UK website and Newquay u3a website))

2. The Countryside Code, also useful if dogs are not attending the outdoor activity, (on GOV.UK website and Newquay u3a website)).

3. The Marine and Coastal Code, also useful if dogs are not attending the outdoor activity, (on GOV.UK website and Newquay u3a website).


Another useful document is The Ramblers Dog Walking Code (on Newquay u3a website)
